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Ps ALM cxxix. 136. 


Rivers of waters run from mine eyes, —_ 
they we not "_ law. 


\HE tears of a king hangin for 
wiſdom and religion, will affect 
every ſpectator. But when we know they 
flow only from love to God and man, 
what is there on earth ſo venerable ? 
And ſuch a mourner was David, the king 
of Iſrael and Judah, when he uttered 
theſe words, worthy to be heard to the 
end of time, throughout the world, 

Then did love of God and his oracles, 
then did bowels of mercies towards all 
vho deſpiſed them, from knowledge of 
their great miſery, fill his heart with 
grief, which. brake forth with weeping 
and fervent prayer, that they might be 
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(2 ) 
faved. Rivers of waters run from mine 
eyes, becauſe they keep not thy law. | 
And thus the Founders of the So- 


ciety we meet here to encourage, were 


affected, and had no reſt in their ſpirit, 
till they executed a plan to propagate 
religious knowledge amongſt the poor. 


And, truly affected in the preſence of 


God, from the ſame precious faith and 
love, may we all now cheerfully join in 
the richeſt act of mercy, one ſinner can 


poſſibly ſhew towards another, that is, 


in ſeeking to ſave them * * not 


the law of God. 5 
By this deſcription, we are net to un- 


derſtand the eonntleſs deviations from 
the rule of our duty, chargeable upon 
the moſt excellent; clearly proving, that 


by the works of the law, verily no fleſh 


ſhall be juſtified. Wilful tranſgreſſors 


only are intended; contentious men, who. 


will not obey the truth, but ny un- 
Tn | 


Now a full proof of their uimsſt mi- 
ſeiy, will make the ſupreme excellency 


of the work before us ſelf-evident. 
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„ 

In their condition then, there is abun- 
dant matter to draw tears often, and plen- 
tifully, from the eyes of every Chriſtian, 
who lays it to heart. For they are very 
miſerable in themſelves. They are conti- 
nually doing great evil in the world. 
Their ſpirit towards the ever bleſſed God 
is horrid. And the conſequences of their. 
choice, dreadful beyond all we can con- 
ceive. 


They who keep not God's law are in 
themſelves very miſerable; for they en- 
tirely pervert all the faculties. which 
ſhould exalt them above brutes—The un- 
derſtanding, capable of receiving treaſures 
of divine knowledge, which make men 
wiſe unto ſalvation through faith which 
18 in Chriſt Jeſus, zhey put to no higher 
uſe than that of ſerving the body, The 
will, which by ſtedfaſt choice of God as 
their portion, would be the means of 
transforming them into his own image, 
is alienated more and more from him, 
by cleaving to mean and earthly objects. 
The memory, which ſhould faithfully re- 

Siſter the counſels and works of God, 
| | M8 and 
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and the ſum of mercies and deliverances 
they have received from him, is but .a 
fink for all traſh, and lies! againſt the 
truth, and filthy ideas, which defile them 
more and more. The imagination, of ad- 
mirable uſe when ſanctified to increaſe 
joy in meditating upon the ſublime pro- 
ſpects the Bible opens, works in them 
only to paint in enchanting colours, 
what is ſure at laſt to ſting as an adder; 
and to create bug- bears, which fill them 
with prejudices againſt the ſervice of 
Chriſt. The paſſions too, of mighty force 
to manifeſt the excellent ſpirit of rege- 
nerate men, only betray their folly and 


madneſs, who keep not God's law. 


for they love what He loathes, and hate 
what He delights in; they fear, as brutes, 
the ſcourge which pains the fleſh,, not 
the vile tempers. which deform the ſoul, 
and make it meet for hell They grieve, 
not that they have ſinned. againſt God, 
but for private loſſes, and the 1 
ment of immoderate deſires, with. the 
ſorrow of the world, which worketh 
death—And their / iy. is in ſerying greedy, 
1 


1 


blind appetites, which, often dovke 
contrary ways, diſtract them, forely, and 
often puſh them on to foul offences, fatal 
to their character amongſt men, and 
to all future eaſe of mind. So that 
to drown reffexion on what they have 
done, and every thought of what is before 
them, the rich no leſs than the poor, 
amongſt thoſe who keep not God's law, 
often publiſh to the world, what an in- 
ſufferable burden they are become tg 
themſelves, by ſealing their own perdi- 
tion with an act of ſelf- murder. 
O how forlorn, how agitated, how 
_ tortured muſt they be, when driven to 
chuſe ſtrangling rather than life! 
Can a Chriſtian lay to heart their con- 
dition: without weeping over them? _ 
He who knows all they feel, aſſures 
us, that in every inſtance, the way of 
ſinners is hard, and they wretched and 
miſerable; that their minds are like the 
troubled ſea, when it caſteth up mire and 
dirt. — There is no peace, faith my God, 
to the wicked: Nay he faith more, he. 
Fampares {gqerrevlied from my (Wien. 
mult 
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muſt be equally true of every wilful tranſ- 
greſſor) to a body covered from the 
crown of the head to the ſole of the feet, 
with wounds, and bruiſes, and putrify- 
ing ſfores,—So that were a wilful tranſ- 
greſſor of God's law to ſuffer al! alone, he 
would be an object of ſorrowful pity, and 
every Chriſtian muſt feel an active deſire 
to recover him from his ſinful condition. 

How much more, when you lay to 
heart, e great evil, all who keep not God's 
law are continually doing. I confine myſelf 
on the preſent occaſion to the poor, yet 
the richer men are, the greater curſe they 
prove by their wider ſphere of influence. 
As to the ungodly poor, without re- 
ſtraint from education, and utterly care- 
leſs, even to ſave appearances, their evil 
tempers have their full ſway. According- 
ly they harraſs one another when joined 
in neareſt ties, and under ſolemn vows 


to dwell together in love. Inſtead of 


love, diſcord and contention ſoon, alas! 
break out, and grow up to loud brawls 
and ſhameleſs quarrels—Provoking and 
provoked, fury at length rages, and the 

; very 


1 


8 hand plighted before God to pro- 
tect, is the hand which often cruelly 
deſtroys a wife of youth, when moſt 
unfit to die! Or when huſbands and 
wives kept from this bloody exceſs of 
wrath, live together, how miſerable muſt 
their offspring be! You who have chil- 
dren of your own, ſurely cannot conſider | 
their caſe without tears; no care, no 
counſel, no good example, or tender love 
do they experience at home, but are or- 
phans in the moſt affecting ſenſe, with 
their parents at their ſide ; for they hear 
little from them but harſh threats and 
fierce upbraidings, and ſo often receive 
ſtripes and blows without a cauſe, that 
they ſoon grow callous to correction, and 
indeed inſenfible whether they do well 
of hee | 

In a thouſand poor families you may 
alſo ſee the mother with deje&ed look, 
bearing the ſtrongeſt pain, whilſt her 
little ones are pining as herſelf with ſcar- 
city of food, and ſhiver for the want 
of raiment. Bitter diſtreſs in itſelf! Yet 
is it rendered tenfold heavier to bear, 


by 


C8] 

by the man who brings all they feel 
upon them. Would you believe it Poſſi- 
ble— The huſband and the father is the 
man, who will conſume upon his vile 
luſts, dearer to him than his own fleſh, 
what would comfortably feed and clothe 
his family. | 
But why do I name wrathful up- 
braidings and cruel blows; a wife and 
children pining for ſcarcity of food, or 
ſhivering for want of raiment ! Theſe 
are evils of little ſize compared with 

greater injuries done by thoſe who keep 
not God's law, to all about them, un- 
leſs almighty grace prevent; for a horrid 
contagion is in the houſe of the wicked, 
ſo catching, that God commands us to 
go out of their preſence, leſt evil com- 
munications ſhould corrupt even * 
manners. | 
| Judge then, what deep and fatal im- 
preſſions muſt be made on their chile 
_ dren, by one continual ſcene of profane 
living, oaths, lies, pilfering, drunken- 
neſs, obſcenity, and ſtorms of paſſion: 
the certain effect, unleſs almighty grace 


prevent 
I 


EE 

preſent, is lamentable and notorious— 
Their offspring, almoſt from their cradle, 
do iniquity, ſpeak lies, echo back the 
bitter curſes they have heard, grow up 
profane, ſtubborn, malicious, addicted 
to all wickedneſs, the very image of their 
parents,—Hence with population, the 
dominion of fin and Satan is enlarged, 
till civil ſociety groans under the burden 
of its own ungodly members, leſs honeſt 
and kind to their kindred and friends, 
than ſavages are found. The evil ſpreads 
till the maſs of common people (a few 
excepted) are without ſenſe of good and 
evil, always laying in wait to over- reach 
their employers. Eye-ſervants, they are 
eaten up with ſloth ; whom no good 
treatment can win to be faithful, no 
wages can ſatisfy, no work can pleaſe. 
A great part of them, if they muſt work 
for their bread, are impatient to leave 
it, that they may fly to the haunts of 
| lewd drunkards and gameſters, from 
whence they ſoon turn out daring of- 
fenders, who live by violence and plun- 
| C der, 
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( 1 ) 
der, till laden with guilt and any, 
they be taken and deſtroyed. 

So great is the perſonal miſery, the 
trouble and wickedneſs in families, ſuch 
the fatal infection to many ſouls, and 
profligacy of manners calamitous to ſo- 
ciety, which a multitude of wilful tranſ- 
greſſors of God's law bring upon them- 
ſelves and mankind, And on account 
of their worthleſs and noxious life, the 
children of diſobedience are called in 
ſcripture, thorns and briers, droſs, thiſtles 
and chaff—At their converſion by the 
knowledge of Chriſt, wolves, leopards, 
lions, and bears are ſaid to be changed 
into gentle and profitable animals. What 
theſe expreſſive figures teach, the in- 
ſpired apoſtle literally affirms; for ſpeak- 
ing of himſelf and the churches of Chriſt, 
before they had received the waſhing 
of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghoſt through faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 

in whom they were juſtified—ſpeaking 
of their and his own wicked ſtates, be- 
fore this change had taken place e 
ourſelves, ſays he, were ſometimes fooliſh, 
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difobedient, deceived, ſerving divers I 72 
and pleaſures, living in malice and envy, 
hateful and hating one another. Who can 
eſtimate the perpetual, the extenſive evils 
ſuch tempers and ſuch examples muſt 
produce! And whilſt by both, all who 
keep not God's law, are great enemies 
to their fellow-creatures, the injury they 
do reaches much higher than to guilty 
mankind : it reaches to one who claims 
by indefeafible right the ſupreme love. 
of all rational creatures, and is more 
dear to Chriſtians than their life, I mean 
the ever bleſſed God. Towards HIM 
the ſpirit of wilful tranſgreſſors is ſa- 
crilegious; for him they rob of the obe- 
dience of their lives, the affections of 
their heart, and the proper uſe of all 
their noble faculties; him they deſpiſe, 
whilſt they rob. Big with ſatanic pride, 
though worms, /#/f is till all in their 
own eyes—The revelation of the Lord 
God omnipotent, publiſhed in his own 
majeſtic ſtyle, is to them nothing ; for 
they are charged with ſetting at nought 
all his reproofs, and obifnately refuſing 

C 2 to 


( 12 ) 
to hear him, when he calls upon them 
to return, and eyen ſtretches out his hand 
to warn them of their deſtrution— 
Lim they requite for the gift of life, 
breath, and all things with what his ſoul 
abhors—Hm they — thus with an 
ingratitude which brutes, in our ac- 
count ſtupid to a proverb, never fail to 
upbraid: for theſe brutes willingly give 
all their ſtrength to huſbandmen who 
feed them, as ſenſible of their debt. 
The ox knoweth his owner, and the ofs 
his maſter's crib, but Iſrael doth not know, 
my people doth not conſider. Poor dumb 
animals, kept and fed for the profit they 
produce to their maſters who need their 
ſervice, act aright without the under- 
ſtanding of men— But wilful tranſg reſ- 
ſors of God's law, rational, bred up in 
the glorious land on which the ſun of 
righteouineſs ſhines, commanded to obey 
only for their own good always Theſe 
men, to whom ſo much is given, and from | 
whom ſo much. is juſtly required, make a 
return, what Chriſtian can think of it 
without t tears and horror ? they make the 


very 


I | 
very return that 44/alom'did. to David 
for fparing his forfeited life They ſeek 
to lay their heavenly Father's honour 
in the duſt, to overtarn his throne, and 
even deſtroy his name from off the face 
of the earth. A conduct incredible, did 
not fact, did not the mouth of the 
Lord declare it. This charge is his, 
and introduced with a moſt folemn -ap- 
peal to angels and men, deeply to at- 
tend Hear, O heaven, and give ear, 
O earth, 1 have nouriſbed and bred up 
children, and they have rebelled againſt 
5%. —He again affirms, and will have it 
recorded, that there dwells in-the heart 
of the diſobedient, a ſtedfaſt hate and 
impious rage againſt him. Viri it in 
a book, that it may be for the generations 
fo come, that this is a rebellinus people, 
that will not hear the law of the Lord; 
that ſay to the ſeers, ſee not; and to tlie 
prophets, prophecy not unto us right things, 
ſpeak unto. us ſmaoth things, prophecy de- 
ceit, Get you out of the way;' turn 
 afrde. aut of the path; cauſe the holy. one 
9 Hrael 4% ceaſe. from Aer ur, Iſai. xxx. 
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( 14 ) 
In other words, Deſtroy his name from 
off the face of the earth. Have done, 
or we will make you, with your repre- 
ſentations of the character he draws of 
himſelf. We will not bear the mention 
of any God, who is not altogether ſuch 
a one as ourſelves; hating iniquity no 
more than we, nor threatening us with 


the conſequences of our conduct. 


You muſt confeſs a more horrid ſpirit 
than this towards the ever bleſſed God, 
cannot be conceived, yet it receives con- 
fiderable aggravations from alarming 
proofs in what is paſt, and in what is 
before us. Both publiſh how the Lord 


our God hates and puniſhes fin. Through 
all Chriſtian countries it is known, that 


he hath come out of his place to ſweep 
the largeſt cities, the pride of ages, with 
the beſom of deſtruction; and to put 
out the name of many natzons for their 


iniquity—It is known through all Chri- 
ſtian countries, that his once peculiar 


people have been doomed for near' two 
thouſand years to infamy, to unexampled 


* to ſpiritual darkneſs, for re- 


jecting 


— MI 


Holy Father, to chaſten men for fin, and 


18.) 
jecting Chriſt— It is known that at one 
ſingle ſtroke the whole world of the un- 
godly (more populous than the preſent) 
was deſtroyed—And it is known by a 
report louder than all theſe, that God 
hath held forthhis n Son to be a propi- 
tiation for ſin, through faith in his blood, 
that in this proof fin might appear ex- 
ceeding ſinful With theſe paſt facts 
perpetual appeals are made to our very 
ſenſes, of a continual puniſhment of 
ſin—Of this nature, are the cries of wo- 
men, when their pangs come upon them: 
and the moſt heart- piercing ſound, my 
ears ever heard, that of infants, who have 
not ſinned after the ſimilitude of Adam's 
tranſgreſſion, ſhrieking for very pain 


under which they languiſh till they die. 


— Of this nature, is the toil and trouble 
which fill the world beyond utterance. 


The armies of fierce diſeaſes, from which 


no mortal is one hour ſecure, and the 
groans of convulſed and expiring rela- 
tions, friends, or neighbours— Thus with 
rebukes doth it ſeem good in thy eyes, O 
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. 
lay upon them theſe heavy, but righteous 


penalties. 


To be a wilful tranſgreflor, therefore, 
of God's law in theſe circumſtances, i is 
wickedneſs like theirs, who plunder 
houſes at the inſtant the earth ſhakes ter- | 
tibly under their feet, and ſwallows up 
thouſands in the twinkling of an eye.— 


And now what muſt be the end of all 
theſe unjuſt, unthankful men, enemies 
to their fellow- creatures and to their 
Maker, to the end of life? Shall they 
eſcape? Can they be admitted into. hea- 
ven? Would not this be to admit proud 


and turbulent, ſenſual and deviliſh ſpi- 
"Tits, after all the evil they have done 


here, to do ſill more in a world of ab- 
ſolute order, purity, and love?——Or ſhall 
their execrable principles and practices 


de had no more in remembrance, by 


dlotting them out of the creation of God? 
—0 how ſtrongly have I been inclined 
to wiſh it were poffible this might be 
their end! What guilt have I brought 
upon my. poor ſoul, by quarreling with 
the holy will'of God, as if I was more 


1 mer⸗ 
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merciful than he!—For my wiſh was 
the effect of blind pity, feeling for ſelf- 
deſtroyed finners, without taking any 
delight in the manifeſtation of the vera- 
city, juſtice, and holineſs of God, or 
the good of his upright and redeemed. 
creatures; all which abſolutely require 
that the wicked ſhould be turned into 
hell, and all the people that forget God 
—0r it could never have been ſo ap- 
pointed—Then, when this irreparable ruin, 
the conſequence of their own hideous 
choice, is come upon them, ſo that they 

can be deceived no longer—Then, pt ah 
that abhorrence, in which the whole 
company of Heaven, with the Lord and 
Judge of all, have held their temper 
and conduct, ſhall bring upon them 
ſhame. and everlaſting contempt When 
they ſhall feel a puniſhment adequate to 
their offences, of which God only can 
make the eſtimate—a puniſhment de- 
figned to prove for ever the evil there is 
in fin—Then, from the loſs they have 
brought upon themſelves, faith our God, 

they will weep—from anguiſh of ſpirit 
they will wail, and knowing taere is no 


D | : end 


( 28 ) 
end of their puniſhment; they will gnafe 
their teeth in hell, where the worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched, The 
whole of this miſery, is not the conceit of 
melancholy. or of ſuperſtitious minds; 
but a reality inevitable to the ſervants of 
fin, as death itſelf, which opens the 
door to let them into it all, according to 
the poſitive deelaration of the Judge 2M 
the whole earth. — 

The concluſion, hereford, oſt be 
ſelf-evident, that the richeſta@of mefey, 
the moſt benevolent can poſſibly ſhie w to 
their fellow- creatures, is ufing the beſt 
means to ſave any of them, who by ſin 
and wickednefs ſtand expbſed to theſe 
endleſs pains. After this ſeriptural view 
of their condition, with joy I now turn 
your attention to thoſe excellent Chri- 
ſtians, who have a heart to melt over 
theſe periſliing ſinners, I beech you to 
aid them, who are united in a Society, 
eſtabliſhed upon the tendereſt love for 
their ſouls. This ſociety was began by 
fix emiment Chriſtians 'in 1750, who 
afked the help of their particular friends, 
that they might bring the knowledge of 

| the 
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the "goſpel amongſt the poor, who kept 
not God's law— They underſtood well 
that ſuch are ignorant and blind, not 
knowing what ſpirit they are of, the 
meaſure of their guilt, and as little the 
power and grace by which, if ever, they 
muſt be redeemed from all iniquity 
Our ſociety, therefore, diſtributes amongſt 
the poor, as our fund will allow, the 
Holy Bible, given by inſpiration of God, 
and profitable for reproof, for correction, 
for inſtruction in righteouſneſs— But as 
this ineſtimable book is very dark to 
thoſe who live in fin, and they indiſ- 
| poſed to aſk of God its meaning, a 
great number of other books is free- 
ly diſtributed. Books choſen with ad- 
mirable judgment, which ſpeak to every 
man's conſcience in the ſight of God, 
-with a voice of thunder, laying open to 
the bottom, without fear of offence, the 
miſery, vileneſs, and certain damnation 
of all who to the laſt deſpiſe God, and 
His Chriſt, and their own : ſouls.—&fter 
this full and faithful warning, they plead, 
they expoſtulate, and with fervent prayers 
intreat God to make effectual impreſſion 


1 upon 


& 
upon the reader, that his ſoul may be 
ſaved; manifeſting a degree of love very 
rarely to be found in any religious writ- 
ings —This I may affirm with great 
truth of the Rev. Mr. Richard Baxter's 
Call to the Unconverted, and the Rev. 

Toſeph Alleine's Alarm We may 
compare theſe two ſmall volumes to the 
relics of Eliſba - ho was not only highly 
honoured during his miniſtry, but years 
after his deceaſe, when a dead man touch- 
ed the great prophet's bones, he was in- 
ſtantly made, by divine virtue proceeding 
from them, to live again—But greater 
glory from God reſts upon the relics, I 
mean the unanſwerable pleadings for his 


have left behind them—Not a body, but 

a ſoul, not one, but many, touched by 
the truth they have written, have in- 
ſtantly yielded themſelves to God, as 

alive ſrom the dead. 

This excellent Society, in the ſpace of 
twenty-eight years has encreaſed from ſix 
to above eight hundred ſubſcribers—And 
furely was it more known, this little num- 
ber would very ſoon be multiplied exceed- 


ingly, 


_ — —— 
— —— 12 
—1= 2 RTE 
— — 1 _. of 
22m — 
7 — . * 


E 
—_— EE 
— — 
. SR 


—— ——ͥ — 
> 2 


1 
— — » 


— 
— A — 


— — 
N. W „ 2 p 2 2 
. CS. 


— + — 2 
= . 
- — — — 
—— WS om oe > 


cauſe, which theſe two ſervants of Chriſt 


( '21 N | 
ingly: becauſe by ſuch ſocieties the effica- 
cy of Chriſtian benevolence is made of 
great extent, and only by ſuch is complete. 
For when we have relieved widows and 
orphans, the maimed, the fick, the hun- 
gry, and naked —yet our beſt relief of 

their corporeal wants, if nothing be done 
for their ſouls, how very ſhort is it 
Still are they wretched and miſerable, 
.and poor and blind, and naked in the 
eye of God—Still wicked becauſe unbe- 
lieving ; ſtill in their tempers vexatious, 
in their example pernicious, and haſten- 
ing to eternal ruin. — And however terrible 
it be to ſuffer want and hunger, ſickneſs, 
pain or broken limbs, there is nothing in 
them which God hates, which harraſſes 
and deſtroys others, or neceſſarily proves 
hurtful—So far from it, theſe evils have 
been of ſovereign virtue to millions, who, 
under ſuch ſcourges, have firſt come to 
themſelves, and then returned to 'God, 
rich gainers from their deepeſt need. 
But in men who keep not God's law, 
the objects of our charity, all is evil, in- 
fectious, loathſome, and deſtructive 
Whenever, therefore, by our diſtribution 
of 


( 22 ) 

-of the Holy Bible, or of books written by 
faithful miniſters of Chriſt, grace takes 
effect, in anſwer to many cordial. prayers 
for a divine bleſſing upon them, how 

immenſe the value of a Ace 

from all wickedneſs, miſery, and ruin! 
Ehe recovered ſouls receive a complete 
ſalvation, from madneſs to reaſon, from 
folly to wiſdom, from Satan to God 
The harſh and ſour, the idle, - diſhoneſt, 
and malicious; the baſe and lewd, filled 
with Godly forrow for what they have 

been, from henceforth comfort. and in- 
ſtruct their families, and adorn the 
loweſt ſtation of life with all Chriſtian 
graces— though lively faith and hope, 
even in poverty, poſſeſs all things 
Heaven above and the church below, 1 

behold the change from all that is evil to ⁵⁶ 
all that it excell-nt—T hey go out (of their 
thraldom to fin and Satan) wh joy, and 

are led forth with peace, the mountains and 

the hills break forth before them into fng - 

ing, and all the trees of the field clap their 

hands. For inflead of the thorn comes up the 

fir tree, and inſtead of the briar comes up 
the myrtle tree, to be to the Lord far a 
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name, for an everlaſting fights which ſhall 
not be cut off. What Chriſtian can refrain 
from tears of joy at ſuch a ſight, or with; 
bold his liberality. to encourage, or his 
prayers for a bleſſing to come down upon 
every ſociety, which has ſuch immenſe 
good for its object? Beſides, my Chri- 
ſtian friends, we muſt have joy in ſtrength 
ening the hands of our Society to do good, 
becauſe we have been, every one of us, 
the very objects we ſeek to deliver from 
their miſery. Our prayers teſtify that we 
have ſmarted as they under guilt, and 
trembled in fear of the judgments of 
God, to whom we were once enemies, 
as they are ſtill, and children of wrath 
Under a ſenſeleſs form of religion, 
ſeeing we perceived not, and hearing we 
underſtood not Reſtleſs in our minds, 
and ſubject to paſſions, which often made 
us as tearing briars and pricking thorns 
to thoſe about us But now we have 
obtained mercy, we experience the dif- 
ference between the ſervice of Chriſt and 
the bondage of ſin. So that all the mi- 
ſery. we have known to be ſo bitter, and 
all the peace and conſolation which we 


find 
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find in Chriſt, the very balm of life to 
our ſouls, is a perpetual call upon our 
hearts, ſounding te this effect, Thou 
* oughteſt to have compaſſion on the un- 
converted, even as thy God hath had 
< pity on thee—lrreſiſtible argument to 
« a gracious heart for uſing every effort 
* to reſcue ſinners from their : ſpiritual 
& miſery,” — , 
I muſt add another very alarming call 
indeed, I mean the ſpread, beyond all 
example, of blaſphemous writings both 
to make ſcoffers, and gratify to the ut- 
moſt their lewd abandoned hearts, when 
they are become ſuch—Every day there 
are ſold in ſix- penny numbers, in all towns 
of Great Britain, the works of Voltaire, 
that our countrymen turning their backs 
upon the great ſalvation of God, may 
become his diſciples . may believe im- 
ec mortal man is but a mite, and our world 
« the cheeſe on which he lives, having 
nothing to fear of juſt retribution from 
« God, let him do as he pleaſe.” — This 
deſpicable, this ſhocking compariſon I 
have read myſelf in this wiſe philoſopher's 
writings, —For God's ſake, therefore, and 
vn ; for 
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„ 
for the ſake of that precious redemption, 
by which ſo many of our countrymen, 
our anceſtors, probably our own dear 


parents have lived in comfort ahd honour, 


died in the peace of God, and ate entered 
into his reſt—for the ſake of ſouls, 
that they may not be without a warning 
voice againſt ſeducing ſpirits, all active, 
and now multiplied to a portentious de- 


gree ; let us give what aid we can, and 


let our names have place in the lift of 
thoſe who lift up, by the Spirit of God, 
a ſtandard againſt the overflowings of un- 
godlineſs, which at this hour make the 


beſt and wiſeſt amongſt us afraid for 


the conſequences, One thing more 1 
would bring to your remembrance, my 

Chriſtian friends. Sorrowful pity for pe- 
riſhing ſinners, and joy in ſeeking their 
ſalvation, is the moſt ſtriking excellency 
in the brighteſt characters; and unqueſ-* 

tionably proves, that we, who act under 
the influence of this loving ſpirit, are 
born of God This Abraham felt when he 


interceded with repeated ſupplications for 


the ſinners of Sodom This made Moſes 
13 ſtand 
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ſtand in the gap, and proſtrate himſelf, 
and faſt forty nights and forty days, as 
at the firſt, that rebellious ae might 
not be conſumed.— This loving ſpirit 
made Samuel weep and mourn for the re- 
jected Saul/—brought rivers of tears from 
the eyes of David, Jeremiah, and Daniel 
— This made the chief of all the apoſtles, 
though abſolutely aſſured of an eternal and 
exceeding weight of glory, have conti- 
nual ſorrow and heavineſs of heart for his 
blaſpheming brethren the Jews—And this 
made the VOR D, who was with God, | 
and who was God, ſtop in the midſt of 
the ſingle triumph, which he received on 
earth.— f 
The hoſannas ſo infinitely due to him 
from the vaſt multitude who went be- 
fore him, and who followed after, are of 
a ſudden checked. Silence, to the aſto- 
niſhment of all, takes place. Do you aſk 
the reaſon ? It is not the agony he knew 
awaited him in Getſemane—lt is not the 
excruciating deſertion and horror of great 
. darkneſs he was ſo ſoon to feel on the 
croſs—It is only the miſery of thoſe who 
would 


( 27 ) 
would not hear the law from his mouth 
—O Feruſalem, Feruſalem, ſaid he, weep- 
ing over its inhabitants, how often would I 
haud gathered thee under my wings, as a hen 
gathereth ner chickens, and ye would not— 
Behold your houſe is leſt unto you deſolate.— 
Thus it became him, to expreſs his fcel- 


ings, even for thoſe whom eternal juſtice 


could no more ſuffer to dwell in their 


place or city, who were about to fill up 


the meaſure of their iniquities, by ſhed- 
ding his moſt precious blood on the 
croſs, — 

What "OR has ther view on earth, 
moſt excellent or divine, to whom you 
may not, my Chriſtian friends, be likened, 
when ye are mourners over the ſervants 
of ſin, and, with ſupplication for ſuc- 
ceſs, give your liberality to be moſt 


faithfully and ſucceſsfully applied to 


ſave ſome of them—What prophet, apo- 
ſtle, angel, or the God of angels, but 
feels affected on this ſubject ? And 
what more ſure and infallible proof 
and witneſs can you have in yourſelves, 
that you ſhall go to Heaven when you 

| E 2 die, 
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628) 
die, than being already of one heart 
and of one mind with the angels in the 
preſence of God, who have more Joy over 
one finner that repenteth, than over 
ninety and nine juſt perfons, who, being 


already converted, need no repentance, 


RULES 


OF THE 


SocIETY for promoting REeLicrovy 
KNnoWLEDGE amongſt the Poor, 


I, T HAT every Subſcriber pay at 
N leaſt one guinea at the time 


of entrance, for the uſe of the 
ber | 


II. That every Subſcriber of one guinea 
fer annum, have the liberty (in 
their turn) to diſpoſe of books of 
two pounds value, St. the Socie- 
ty's price, and ſo in proportion 
for any larger ſum annually ſub- 
ſcribed. EE 
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thankfully received by 


The Rev. Martin Madan, Epſom. 


Dr. Gibbons, Hoxton -/quare, 
Dr. Stennett, Hatton- garden. 
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In the Preſs, and ſpeedily will be Publiſhed. 
ANEWEDITION, improved, of 
THE "IP 


COMPLETE DUTY os MAN: 
OR 
A SYSTEM of DocrRIxNAL and P&ACTICAL 
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To which are added, | 


Forms of Prayer, and Offices of Devotion, for the 
various Circumſtances of Liſe. 


Deſigned for the Uſe of FAMILIES. 


By H. V E N N, A. M. 
Rector of Yelling, and Chaplain to the Earl of Buchan: 


Coming unto Chriſt as unto a living Stone, diſallowed in- 
deed of men, but choſen of God, and precious. 

Ye alſo as lively ſtones, are built up a ſpiritual houſe, an 
holy prieſthood, to offer vp ſpiritual ſacrifices, acceptable 
to God by Jeſus Chriſt. 1 PETER ii. 4, 5. 
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